In the Bahamas, the powder-blue inshore water gives way to the deep purple of the Gulf Stream just past the reef on most islands,

putting sport-fishers smacl-dab in prime blue marlin territory.

Bahama Islands

The Bahama Islands, originally a
colony of England, are now an indepen-
dent country and a member of the British
i Commonwealth. The Bahamas sprawl
i across thousands of square miles of
| Atlantic Ocean. Two major banks, each
holding numerous islands, fall off into
deep blue ocean water, with strong currents
carrying lange numbers of pelagic species.

Bimini, the closest island in the
Bahamas to the U.S. mainland, lies less
than 50 miles from Miami and repre-
sents one of the true cradles of sport
fishing. Charter captains from Miami's
Pier 5 crossed the Gulf Stream and
invented che necessary tackle and tech-
niques of trolling dead natural bait for
big-game fish. Their marlin and tuna
captures along the eastern edge of the
Gulf Stream became the stuff of
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legends. Capt. Tommy Gifford’s catch-
es of a 300-pound blue marlin on what
is now called 20-pound-test line and a
500-pound tuna on 50-pound-test set
world records that stood for decades.
Capt. Sam Crutchfield, whose CDs
af billfishing ballads are ubiguitous on
board the huge fleet of boats that fishes
the Bahamas Billfish Championship
series of tournaments, plied the waters
off Walker's Cay and the Abaco chain
long hefore tournaments became com-
monplace. “The deep water off the east-
ern Bahamas holds the biggest blue
marlin,” says Crutchfield. "On any

given day, a real big one could show up.

Granders have been caught in the Aba-
cos, but a lot more are lost due to poor
tackle and inexperience.”

“Spring and early summer is when
all the tournaments take place, but blue
marlin are caught off Walker’s every
month of the year,” Crutchfield says.

“And they get thick in the pocket off '

Chub Cay from January through April
if the wind blows southeast.”

Ever since commercial overfishing
caused the collapse of Bimini's and Cat
Cay’s spectacular giant bluefin tuna
fishery, the fishing emphasis moved
to the eastern outer islands. While a
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